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European & Anglo-Indian Conferences
The European Association Conference
Addressing the annual conference of the European Association which
was held at Bombay on the 12th December 1929 Mr. W. L. TRAVERS
surveyed the political situation and restated the objects of the Association.
There was one trend, he said, in the political events of the past
summer which had struck him very much. It was a movement in what one might
describe as the left centre of Indian politics. There had been a cleavage, and a
movement to the right on the one hand and to the left, on the other. There was in
every province a considerable number of Indians who, while being ardent nationalists
to the core, were yet even more ardent as social reforme rs, among whom there had
been a move to the right He believed that many of these were prepared to co-
operate in future and he thought that the Viceroy's declaration was issued, in an
attempt to rccelerate and cement this move to the right and to gain their cooperation
by removing all doubts and conceding them a Round Table Conference. The idea of
such a conference came originally from Mr. C. R. Das and Mr. Travers wished that
Mr. Das were alive to find his great wish realised.
After referring to the movement in the extreme left, the speaker proceeded to
declare that the present seemed to be a moment when the objects and policy of their
Association should be once more defined. 'The main objective is defence,* he declared,
*but never will it be defiance. We shall defend—should they attack—our rights in
this country. We shall defend our legitimate livelihood, our trade, our commerce
and we shall defend with all the vigour, energy, and resistance whereof the British
are capable ; but we hope and trust that our rights will not be assailed, for in the
future as in the past we earnestly desire cooperation with the Indian fellow-subjects
in all that represents progress. Especially do we desire to aid in what I may term
as social reform, in the fight against disease, in the improvement of agriculture in
order to bring more real wealth to the people; in other words, to help to raise the stan-
dard of life of the poor. To this service, in all its branches we ardently desire to
devote ourselves.*
Turning to the domestic affairs of the Association, Mr. Travers said it was
obvious that the Association must in future expand. He refuted the suggestion that
the Calcutta executive committee took too much upon itself and added that despite
the criticism of the constitution of the Association, ajeference to the branches had
shown that they appreciated the present system and desired it to remain.
After the presjdential address, Mr. GAVIN JONES (U. P.), congratulated the Conn-
cil of the Association on sending a message to the Secretary of State supporting the
Viceroy's announcement. The spirit and substance of the message should have
the whole-hearted support of every European and Indian, but he would have been
happier had the pharse "Dominion Status" not been^used, for it would aggravate the
very misunderstanding which the Viceroy was anxious to remove. What Indian
politicians understood by Dominion Status was virtual independence ; but it was
quite impossible for India to attain that status within any time that could reasonably
be defined. He feared the Viceroy's announcement, coming immediately after the
Congress demand for Dominion Status within a definite period, was likely to be
misunderstood as the immediate grant of Dominion Status. He did not want hopes
to be engendered that could not be realised.
Mr. Chambers (Madras) and Sir Reginald Spence (Bombay), also spoke, express-
ing approval of the message to the Secretary of State.	^
the london sot-committee
The Conference then adopted a resolution recording its approval of the work of
the London sub-committee of the Council appointed to examine possible safeguards
against legislation in India which discriminates between any race or creed. T^e
conference approved of the temporary arrangements to continue the Londoa cost-

